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It is rarely the fate of one Ol'dmnr{
man to become the living éyxh'bol’ of ho
an international” crisis andan Materra-

tional gesture of goodwill: Yet such was'

the de sfp:v*of a chubby young Virgmi:m
Francid Gary Powers.
When ‘Pawers” U-2 plane trashed in
Russia on May 1, 1960 it brogght dowri

with it all hopes of & suu:cssfﬁ suminft
Nikita' 8 ‘Khirol

comference  between -
shehev and President ' Eisenhowes! ‘Yast

week, as Powers crossed the*whfte “lind-

...R’\ﬂ

{

at the center of a Berlin bﬂdﬁe’ he:

!\hnmh( ‘hev to Presxdcnt Kennedy:

For Powers himself, an unwitting and

unwilling carrier of old quarrels and new
hopes, last week’s events meant’ simply
ireedom  after two
hame and imprisonment. The moment

of tecedom came quickly—bit it had in-

valved ‘o comiplex ‘operation.

In the Bonn suborb of Mehlem, oné
1A agent told his secretary to cancel
A appointments for four days and then
took off by plane to Berlin. At almost thé
wane time, orders wore being ‘eut in the
room at U.S. Air Force headdguar
rers in Wioshaden for two spécinl Riglits,
Ome was a Convair flight to and from
Berlm: the other was a return fransport
Hight to the U.S. Alse converging on Ber-
qoorhrough differant routes were at least
e other CIA ageuts from “Frankfure
v Waahington, One of them had heen

il

KV T

vears of '{fear and’

,Soviat—occupwd

: up The Rnsst'nﬁi had Sede

chosen because he could pasitively iden-
tify Francis' Cary-Powers. Three of the
others were bringing ‘the Soviet spy Col.
Rudolf Abel to Berlin in Lhe same plané’
that would tike Powers home.

The rendezvous point’ was the Glien- |
icke bridge which aﬂowﬁ entrance into
the U.S. ‘soctor of Betlin' diréctly, froi

any angd not
ﬁgﬂ:—gruen stéel

dorn plaques.

o

frgjm Bast Berlinn. rz isa
striictire béaring a now-

“Bndgc of F reedom —-w‘hkh was placed -

green nuiforins, Across théfbel
bdﬂge 18 a B-inch white :tnip.,ﬂere d,e_‘.;

exchiye would take place. .
*Jiﬁuxlu_ The first

: =

. okt prouche;}u
thigigh mists alosg the Kocn&ui;l ;
a drizle of rain, LU.S. colpiny mbd u:{':gf«‘?,?
c:rdﬂEj m stepped out. sm?ine % eid'
3 hndgn& With
ﬂﬂﬁd agninﬁ"

vad I»iumng
Powers with them.. The CIA man as-
signed to identify Powers picked out his
man at 50 vards, Yowers was fanked Dy
guards and wore a tfur bhat and dty

The £xchanige was alf imimediate. For
twenty mifutes, t
silently while one ¢
phoned td'the mqlu

blue pank \mdu‘ his yvv winter cout.

the Americans tele-
lin crassing-point

“on the' Priedficlistrasse.* “Checkpoint
Chadlie,” to mﬂl,mre the East Germans ©

were Tple %3 second ‘Amefican in-
chidéd 't i€ &wap, 28-year-old Frederic
¥fhe “sun wus Yust breaking

thk thist ovér the Havel when

thfongylyg

\ ‘of ‘Pryor’s release. -
; ‘groups’ thon walked from thefr

respettive ends of the bridge and met
at"the white line in' the middte. There

A they paused and one of the Américuns,

ghancing ‘at Powers™ trousers,” attempted
u wan wisecrick: “Look at those Ruswan
striped pants.” SR

The two' prisoners crossed the border

f simultanéously. In four crisp steps, Abel

stépped over the line and was promptly
swallowed '4p it a group of outsize Soviet

- civilians swathed in box-cut greatcoats.

A US. civilian reached across the line
tonched Powers on the shoulder. The
Ametican. séemed nervous but managed
a faint grin: Within minutes he wis air-
i horne from ‘Berlin to Wieshaden. There
he spent ‘just twelve minutes on the
ground before his . wuiting  tranvport
roaredd off for the US. |

For the U.S., which felt responsititity
it rot muoth admiration for ity downed
spy, the exchange was the colminatum

‘0 groups waited




